
Dear Friends of Saint Matthews, 

I’m excited to write to you this week and share a plan for us to start gathering in-

person again for worship starting this upcoming Sunday, June 21st at 10:15 A.M. in our 

sanctuary.  

Our church leadership has been meeting to plan safety protocols and to develop a 

meaningful worship service. The reality is worshipping in a sanctuary presents a 

significant level of risk for contracting the Coronavirus. The guidelines we have 

established will help to limit that risk, but not eliminate it.  

1. Masks- You are required to wear a mask that covers both your nose and mouth 

while in the church building at all time, unless you have a medical condition that 

prevents you from doing so or if you have a child that is unable to wear a mask 

because of their age. (A Mask can be provided if you do not have one.) 

2. Worship Leaders- Our Worship leaders (Pastor, Soloist, Organist/Pianist) will 

only wear masks before and after worship. They will be located in the front of the 

sanctuary distanced far away from the worshipping community.  

3. Arrival- Once you arrive there will be an usher to escort you to your pew. We 

have designated seating areas that will allow us to socially distance within the 

worship space. 

4. Hand Washing- Once you enter the building there will be a hand sanitizing 

station set up for you to wash your hands. Everyone must wash their hands upon 

entering.  

5. Bulletins and Communion- You will have your own bulletin and communion 

elements that have been prepared for you and sanitized.  

6. Singing- We plan to have music during the service, however there will be no 

group singing. We have made arrangements for a soloist to sing the songs. You 

are welcome to follow along in the hymnal.  

7. Bathroom- The bathroom is available for usage if you need it. There will be 

sanitizing supplies available to you to wipe down all surfaces as you leave the 

bathroom.  

8. Worship Service Length- We have shortened the service length to be done in 

under 40 minutes to limit our time in the church building.  

9. Departure- At the completion of the service you are asked to leave the building 

immediately. We encourage you to gather with folks in the parking lot to enjoy 

conversation and fellowship. Please keep in mind social distancing practices. 

Masks are optional outside.  

10. Flexibility and Open Mindedness- We recognize that these guidelines may seem 

extreme to some of you while not enough to others. Our leadership is doing its 

best to find ways for us to balance varying expectations. We ask that you be 

flexible and open-minded as we work on implementing this plan.  

 



For those of you that are not comfortable gathering for in-person worship we 

hope you will choose to join us for worship online. We will be streaming our in-

person worship online each Sunday we gather at 10:15 A.M. A link to YouTube will 

be provided to you through E-mail, Facebook, and our Church website 

(www.stmattslc.org). You are also encouraged to attend drive-thru prayer and 

communion that will happen each Wednesday, (starting June 17th) from 8:00 A.M.-

12:00 P.M. in the church parking lot.  

Blessings,  

Gary 
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